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This summer I participated in my first archaeological dig while attending the Sanisera 

Archaeology Institute for International Field Schools in Menorca, Spain under the direction of 

Fernando Contreras. Thanks to the generous support of the Jane C. Waldbaum Archaeological 

Field School Scholarship, I spent seventy-five days excavating in the Roman city of Sanisera and 

its surrounding necropolises. My involvement in Sanisera began on May 21 and was originally 

scheduled to end on June 28; however, I extended my stay in Menorca until August 3. I 

participated in four sessions, during which I excavated in the city of Sanisera and Necropolis 

Four, worked in the laboratory, and visited important cultural locations around the island.   

Sanisera was founded after the conquest of the Balearic Islands by Quintus Caecilius 

Metellus Balearicus in 123 BCE. Occupied by the Romans, Vandals, Byzantine, and Muslims 

throughout its history, Sanisera is the only Menorcan city established by the Romans that was 

neither reconstructed nor covered in modern day, allowing broader excavations than in other 

parts of the island. While the city of Sanisera’s specialization has yet to be determined, its 

location adjacent to both the port of Sanitja and a Roman military encampment proposes a 

strategic location for both protection and access to safe harbor. Excavations consistently produce 

large quantities of trade goods, such as bronze fibulae from Italy, oil lamps from northern Africa, 

and numerous types of amphorae whose origins span the Mediterranean. Excavations that began 

in the 1980s and continue to the present day show that Sanisera was occupied from 
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approximately the 1st century BCE through the 6th century AD. The site consists of the city of 

Sanisera, multiple necropolises, and the port of Sanitja.  

The 2016 season focused on excavating Building 13, 

which is located in the southern-most part of the city. As it was 

early in the season, the superficial layer was still being removed 

and walls exposed. I spent half of my time extending a trench 

along the eastern-most wall of the building and the other half 

removing the superficial layer from a room within the building. 

Within the trench amphorae 

sherds were regularly found, along with a concentration of opus 

caementicium. The inside of Building 13 produced a large variety 

of artifacts, including bronze nails, tacks, fishing hooks, needles, 

and coins, as well as iron, lead, silver, and glass. Overall I learned 

proper excavating techniques and site recording activities. I also 

acquired the valuable skills of setting up and using the total station 

instrument while working in both Building 13 and Necropolis Four.  

  While working in Necropolis Four, I spent the majority of my time working in Tomb 

455, a north-south oriented cist tomb with a fractured lid. Here I learned how to complete aerial 

planning and section drawings. I worked to uncover the limits of the tomb and remove the lid to 

expose the underlying sediment. In tomb 450, I learned how to excavate bones from multi-

person, disarticulated skeletons and how to complete burial planning drawings. We spent time 

uncovering new tombs in Necropolis Four, a difficult location because the graves were not 

oriented consistently. The area contained tombs oriented both north-south and east-west, making 

Trench C, Building 13 

Bronze coin, obverse Constantine 
Chlorus, found in building 13 
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it challenging to predict where to dig. This work paid off when 

we uncovered a tomb with a nearly intact lid, indicating it was 

not looted like many others in the area. 

 When not in the field, we worked in the laboratory, focusing 

on cleaning, classification, and inventory of Mediterranean 

pottery, shells, glass, metal artifacts, and human remains. 

Laboratory time also included theory lectures on general 

archaeology practices and record 

keeping, types of pottery and bones, and the historic cultures of 

Menorca.  During my final session I spent extended time in the 

laboratory learning to safely clean bronze artifacts, classify and 

store infant and fetal bones, and take professional-grade pictures of 

artifacts. Laboratory analysis time provided students with a chance 

to gain general, hands on experience and knowledge that will be 

beneficial in all future digs, even outside of the Roman realm.  

The other important facet of my time with the Sanisera Archaeology Institute was the 

focus on the local and historical culture of Menorca. We visited pre-Roman sites of the Talayotic 

people, a culture that dates back to 2100 BCE in Menorca and the neighboring island Mallorca, 

including the famous Torres D’en Glamés and the necropolis of Cala Morell. Excursion days 

gave students the opportunity to visit cultural sites that impacted the Roman people who settled 

in Sanisera.  

Tombs 455 (left) and 456 

Third trimester fetal skeleton, 
Tomb 421 
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This connection between cultures was visible in the Talayotic lead sling bullets found while 

excavating the central area of Building 13.  

While in Menorca I was also able to participate in local traditions, such as the Festival of 

San Juan, the patron saint of the city where our residency was located; watch traditional 

Menorquin folk dancing; view movies screening for Festival Internacional de Cinema de 

Menorca; and visit local museums, such as the Museu Municipal de Ciutadella. These local 

activities gave me the opportunity to practice my Spanish and gain a greater understanding of 

Spanish culture, both locally and nationally.  

Paired with the invaluable information and skills that I gained at the Sanisera 

Archaeology Institute for International Field Schools, this summer provided me with a 

foundation for the career in archaeology that I will pursue and the academic information 

necessary to complete my senior research project at Stetson University. Without the generous 

support of the Archaeological Institute of America’s Waldbaum Scholarship, this summer would 

not have been a reality. I sincerely thank both the Archaeology Institute of America and the 

Sanisera Archaeology Institute.   

Talayotic settlement of Torrellafuda, Ciutadella Session Three participants 


